
Paid for by the Re-Elect Congressman Kucinich Committee 

PO Box 110475 | Cleveland | OH | 44111 | 216-252-9000 

 

Why We Do Not Have Health Care for All 
For nearly one hundred years, beginning with President Teddy Roosevelt in 1912, universal, not for profit health care has 
been proposed to meet the social and economic needs of all the American people. Yet today forty seven million 
Americans are uninsured and another fifty million Americans are underinsured. 

Why? 

In America today health care is a privilege, based on ability to pay. If you cannot pay, you do not have the privilege, you 
may get emergency room care, but that's it. Long term, your life is shorter. If you have health insurance, premiums, co-
pays and deductibles may be cause financial ruin. At least 60% of all bankruptcies in America are due to people not 
having enough money to pay for hospital bills. 

Why Don't We Have Health Care for All? 

Health Insurance Companies are investment companies. They make money when people purchase policies. They also 
make money by refusing to pay claims. In a recent study by the California Nurses Association, insurance companies 
denied 28% of claims. This means the people who bought the insurance had to pay the very claims they thought they 
were insured against. As investment companies insurance companies have an obligation to shareholders to make the 
most profit, to get the highest rate of return. That is why they have to make money by not providing health care. One of 
every three dollars in our health care system, $800 billion a year goes for the for-profit system, for corporate profits, stock 
options, executive salaries, advertising, marketing and the cost of paper work. The insurance companies, and their Wall 
Street partners, do not want to change this arrangement. 

Can We Change the System? 

Yes. But first we have to understand the influence that insurance companies have on our political process. They make 
large contributions to both political parties, to committee chairs and to individual members. Why? To protect the status 
quo, to make sure there are very few changes which interrupt their profits. That is why most proposals coming out of 
Washington today are weak, because most are written with an eye to the concerns of insurance companies. 

Is There Any Way Out of This Mess? 

Yes, it is HR676, a universal, single payer, not for profit health care system, which is supported by 85 members of 
congress, and hundreds of other organizations made up of students, nurses, doctors, seniors and workers. It provides for 
all health care needs, doctor of choice, plus vision care, dental care, mental health, prescription drugs and long term care. 
We are already paying for a universal standard of care; we are just not getting it. We need your help in making HR676 a 
reality. We cannot wait another 100 years. 

Please sign the petition. Pass the word. Hold a meeting in your neighborhood. Help grow the movement for a universal 
single payer system, Medicare for All. Go to Kucinich.us and join our efforts.  

Thank you. 


